See the works of some of America’s greatest artists. Grab the whole family and see how many
poses you can recreate with three-dimensional public art. Discover Amish artisans weaving
decorative baskets, making noodles and baking fresh goodies in their shops and home-based
businesses along the back roads. Revel in the majesty and architecture of a Beaux-Arts
mansion. Enjoy sweeping views while dining on artfully crafted cuisine at a riverside café and
tap your feet to live entertainment in historic settings.

Celebrate and Explore art in all its many forms along the Heritage Trail.
All sculptures by Seward Johnson: God Bless America ©2005, 2012, Forever Marilyn ©1996 Based upon the photograph by Bernard of Hollywood, Captured ©2013, Sightseeing ©1987 All rights reserved by The Seward Johnson Atelier, Inc. www.sewardjohnsonatelier.org

3 Day Experience - Epic Art Adventures along the Heritage Trail

DAY ONE

(Elkhart)

The city with a heart has plenty to offer. Kick back at an outdoor café, tour one (or all five!) museums, check out the
NIBCO Water & Ice Park. They’re all close and connected by the Garden, RiverWalk and A&E Districts along Elkhart’s
Gateway Mile.
Wake up to a sunrise breakfast casserole or baked oatmeal at b on the River (333 NIBCO Parkway) then head south
on Main Street to the Midwest Museum of American Art (429 S. Main St.) to view the largest Norman Rockwell
lithograph collection along with the largest Overbeck Art Pottery collection in the state. Here you can take a selfie
with the Seward Johnson life-size bronze sculpture, Forever Marilyn and experience the museums behind-thescenes exhibition on the creative process behind Johnson’s work. Walk across the street to Central Park to measure
your height against Johnson’s monumental scale (25-foot-tall, 27,000 pound) sculpture, God Bless America. You’ll also
want to check out a living work of art in the park, the Quilt Garden, Autumn Blaze.
Time to head north on the Gateway Mile where you’ll discover the beauty of nature’s art
at Wellfield Botanic Gardens (1011 S Main), popular for its whimsical sculptures and
water-themes. Wellfield will also host a Quilt Garden, Window to Waters. Wellfield marks
the north entrance to Elkhart’s Gateway Mile. This walkable stretch leads to the house
that Alka Seltzer built, the opulent Ruthmere Mansion (302 E Beardsley). Here you’ll see
a fine art collection including Tiffany leaded glass, Rodin sculptures, hand-painted walls,
walnut woodwork and stunning architecture. While at Ruthmere, be sure to check out
their Quilt Garden and Seward Johnson sculpture next to the entrance of the museum.
Ready for lunch? The Gateway Mile is filled with unique, locally owned restaurants, from quaint cafes like the Black
Crow Café (224 S. Main St.) to al fresco dining with a glass of wine at The Vine (214 S. Main St.). After lunch, how
about a little artistic antiquing. Not-too-shabby chic meets retro retail in the Beardsley Avenue Antique District.
Here you’ll find Antiques on Beardsley (816 W Beardsley), Tchotchkes, Antiques & More (1000 W Beardsley) and
820 Antiques (820 N Ward).
Wrap up the day at McCarthy’s on the RiverWalk (333 NIBCO Parkway. With classic food and drink in its pub-like
bar to relaxing covered patio dining, the eclectic menu is sure to satisfy any appetite. Stay up late for an evening of
artistry and entertainment at the historic Lerner Theatre; a 1920s-era movie house turned performing arts complex
in the heart of the downtown’s A&E district (410 S. Main St.).
>> Worth the trip ... Elkhart Jazz Festival (June 23 – 25, 2017) takes to the streets and entertainment venues
along the Gateway Mile with featured jazz artists from around the country.
(cont.)
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DAY TWO

(Goshen / Nappanee)

Goshen fuses an artistic urban edge with historic charm. Start your day in downtown
Goshen with a café au lait at Electric Brew (118 E Washington) or the “Drink of the
Week” at Java Junction (1700 S Main). The downtown scene is filled with eclectic shops
with an artistic flare. We suggest you check out Found (208 S Main Street), where you’ll
discover unique, hand-woven, hand-crafted, and hand-selected international items from
around the world or Ten Thousand Villages (206 S Main Street), a fair-trade retailer with
gift items from 38 countries. While in downtown, you’ll find a bevy of Seward Johnson
sculptures including three at the Courthouse along with a beautiful Quilt Garden.
Head over to the Old Bag Factory artisans’ complex (1100 N Chicago). It’s home to artisan galleries and specialty
boutiques. Every gorgeous piece at Goertzen Pottery is wood-fired, richly colored and fully functional. Turkish
jewelry designer Gamze Neer crafts beautiful baubles from Victorian cameos to Art Nouveau bracelets. Back in
downtown Goshen, try one of these great stops for lunch. The Olympia Candy Kitchen (136 N Main) has been
serving customers for over a century. Try a toasted nut olive sandwich, a hot fudge nut sundae, and don’t leave
without a bag of hand-dipped chocolates. We love the turtles! Or the house-made chili at the South Side Soda
Shop (1122 S Main) featured on Food Network’s Diners, Drive-ins & Dives.
From Goshen, take to the road and explore Nappanee’s Countryside Shops (Pick up a free map at the Nappanee
Center, 302 W Market). The Amish are known for their woodworking skills. The Schmucker brothers at Homestyle
Furniture (1359 W Market) specialize in hand-crafted furniture while Mint City Millwork (3013 Birch Rd, Bremen)
specializes in tall case and mantle clocks. While at the Nappanee Center, check out a few of their displays. The small
town of Nappanee boasts more nationally known artists-cartoonists per capita (population about 7,500) than any
other U.S. city. You’ll also want to check out the Nappanee Center’s Quilt Garden and Seward Johnson sculpture.
Back in town, stop at Coppes Commons (401 E Market), a (really) rustic take on an urban mall. The former furniture
factory is now home to locally owned businesses including a rug weaver. Ready for a treat? Just a few steps away at
Rocket Science, you can watch while the ingredients you choose are flash frozen (using liquid nitrogen) into the
creamiest ice cream you’ve ever tasted.
A must stop attraction in Nappanee is Amish Acres Historic Farm and Heritage Resort (1600 W. Market St.) Here
you can find hand-made quilts in the Greeting Barn or hand-made fudge in the Log Cabin Soda Shop & Fudgery.
Cap the day with a “Threshers” meal served in the century-old barn Restaurant. This feast of hickory smoked ham,
country broasted chicken and bowls brimming with sage dressing and whipped potatoes is served under massive
hand-hewn beams with pastoral views (and the occasional peacock strutting along the window sills). Be sure to
catch a live musical performance in the 1911 Round Barn Theatre, home to the longest running musical, Plain
and Fancy.
>> Worth the trip ... Amish Acres Arts & Crafts Festival (August 3 – 6, 2017) featuring nearly 300 artists and
crafters from across the country.

(cont.)
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DAY THREE

(Middlebury en route to Shipshewana)

Amish artisan’s hands create some of the best quality products around. Skillfully blended
basics create the best baked goods we’ve ever tasted. Try the super-sized cinnamon
rolls at Country Lane Bakery (1/4 mile off US 20 on CR 43). The tiny, gas-lit shop is
surrounded by rolling fields and grazing horses. Back in town, shop where the Amish
shop, head to Gohn Brothers (105 S Main) for plain clothing made by and sold to
Amish residents and have a leisurely lunch at the nearby Village Inn (107 S Main)
where you’ll find lively conversation and dishes commonly found on Amish tables.
No trip to Middlebury is complete without a stop at Das Dutchman Essenhaus
(240 U.S. 20) home to Indiana’s largest restaurant, serving over 20 varieties of pie. After a satisfying meal, stroll
through the campus grounds with five unique Village Shops, take a carriage ride, or play mini-golf. The Essenhaus
is home to the largest Quilt Garden. You’ll find it near their Inn and Conference Center on the large hill along with
the Seward Johnson sculpture, The Gardner.
The roads that connect Middlebury and Shipshewana are lined with Amish farms and businesses. Start at
Dutch Country Market (11401 County Road 16) for the house-made noodles. You might even see members of
the Lehman family making them. By all means, travel the road(s) less taken. There are plenty north and south of
County Road 16 / State Road 250. Driving them, you’ll get a respectful glimpse of Amish life and land on some
unique local finds like beekeeping supplies at b Honey (2260 1000 W), hand-carved puzzles and hand-woven
baskets from Teaberry Wood Products (1450 N 1150 W). Ruth Otto makes and sells rag rugs while her son weaves
baskets using natural dyes. Their shop is open if they’re home (look for the sign at the corner of 10435 W 050 N &
1000 W).
>> Need to know ... Buggies and bicycles are the main modes of transport for the Amish. You’ll see plenty of the
former along backroads.
>> Trip tip ... Pick up a Heritage Trail CD and map at the Visitors Center in Elkhart. The Heritage Trail was named
one of America’s most scenic drives by the editors of LIFE magazine. This scenic winding loop takes you through
the vibrant communities of Elkhart, Goshen, Middlebury, Nappanee, Bristol, Wakarusa and Shipshewana. It’s easy to
follow, packed with fun stops, and best of all, you set the pace.

Along the Heritage Trail you’ll discover Quilt Gardens and Seward Johnson’s Epic Art.
The Quilt Gardens joins quilting, gardening and art into an experience like no other. This colorful
patchwork of 19 quilt-inspired gardens and 22 hand-painted, quilt themed murals delivers
dazzling views in welcoming communities.
In celebration of the Quilt Gardens’ 10th anniversary, 56 stunningly realistic life-size bronze
Seward Johnson sculptures and a 25-foot tall, 27,000-pound monumental sculpture will grace
the gardens and distinctive downtowns beckoning one and all to stop and enjoy. Grab the whole
family and see how many poses you can recreate! Share on social media using #EpicArtAdventures.
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